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” A Public High School 
for the Visual and 
Performing Arts 








The Boston Arts Academy, a pilot school 
within the Boston Public Schools, is 
charged with being a laboratory and a 

beacon for artistic and academic 
innovation. The Boston Arts Academy 
prepares a diverse community of aspiring 
artist-scholars to be successful in their 
college or professional careers and to be 
engaged members of a democratic society. 
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ieee ~ Dear Boston Arts Academy class of 2009, 


It has been a wonderful fun-filled journey with all of you here at BAA. | am proud of all that you 
have accomplished here. | know for some of you getting to graduation has not been easy. | 
admire your tenacity and persistence. | acknowledge the support that you have given one 
another. You are a strong class. You are good friends to each other. 


| am excited by what you will go on to achieve after high school through your studies at colleges 
and universities. | also hope that you will continue your involvement in the arts-whether as an 
occupation or a vocation or as a supporter of the arts. Most of all, | hope you continue to care 
about making sure that your communities are places where the arts grow and thrive. You know 
how important a rich arts education is to young people. Now, it is your responsibility to make sure 
that the young people coming after you have similar experiences, The arts are for all-not just a 
few. 





Remember what we have impressed upon you here at BAA- our mantras of RICO, artist-scholar- 

citizen, shared values, Carry these acronyms and phrases into your adult lives as amulets or shields 

to protect you and help you continue to grow and learn. It matters that you refine your work; it’s 
important to create and be inventive. You understand that to do work well, at any level, you must 
have a sense of ownership and pride. Sometimes we call that "seriousness of Purpose." 

Sometimes we have tried to help you feel sense of pride or ownership even when you don’t fee! 
proud. that’s important to learn, too. Remember, also, fo connect to your work and to the work 
that came before you and the work that will come after you. Vision with integrity means something 

to you because you have a BAA education. Don't forget that. 


| expect great things from all of you. Yes, | want to hear that some of you are chairing the boards 
of community arts organizations like Zumix, or Artists for Humanity or larger organizations like Boston 
Symphony Orchestra or the Huntington Theatre. But, | also want to know that you are composing 
music, choreographing, curating, painting exhibiting, writing. | want to know that you are doing 
science experiments in laboratories, teaching in elementary or secondary schoo! classrooms, 
running businesses, running for political office, and the list goes on. 


Most important, | want to know that you are caring for one another, your families, and those in 
society who haven't had your good fortunes of such a great education. Don’t forget that we need 
you to be involved in giving back to BAA as alumni-yes that means giving money! 


Keep your passions alive. Nurture your friendships and remember the transformative power of the 
arts! 


With love and admiration, 


Ms, Nathan, Co-Headmaster, May 2009 














Dear Boston Arts Academy Class of 2009, 


What an amazing four years these have been! When you first arrived in fall 2005 
the nation was just beginning to come to terms with Hurricane Katrina and all the 
political and social fallout from the events that followed that terrible catastrophe. 
The Bush administration was also beginning a second term while the XBOX 360 
was introduced and frenzy ensued. This is how your journey at BAA begun. 


Soon after that you took BAA by storm and went on the Artist-Scholar-Citizen 
roller coaster. There have been highs and lows for each of you over the last four 
years and many of you had to hold on really tight and even hold your breath 
sometimes to meet the demands in both your arts and academics. More 
importantly, you refused to give up and didn't settle for anything less than a BAA 
diploma. You have owned your setbacks but have not let them deter you from 
your goals. You have refined those practices that held you back. You have 
connected your present actions with your future vision for yourselves and you 
have invented a unique identity for yourselves as a BAA class. You showed us 
who you all are and who you want to be and made us believe you. 


The world has changed much since you came to BAA four years ago. We elected 
a President who encourages us to believe in the audacity of Hope. I urge you to 
continue to go one step beyond hope and to create the highest, grandest vision 
possible for your life because you become what you believe you can be. You the 
Class of 2009 have truly earned your status as a BAA graduate. | applaud your 
tenacity and resilience. 


Congratulations class of 2009! Continue your growth as Artists-Scholars-Citizens. 
Respectfully and Lovingly! 


Ms. Torres 
Co-Headmaster, May 2009 





Administration 





Mr. Wilcox, Jame | mi Ge 9) Ms. Pullen, 
Ms. Torres, i a a. 1) Ms. Chourafa 
Ms. Nathan a a Ms. Hughes 









hal AA SERRA 


Mr. James and Mr. Connolly a Mr. Manning and Mr. Paull 


Ms. Larson Mr. Pera 








Interpreters Learning Center 


4 titi, 
pate: 





| Ms. Schwartz, Ms. Herbert, Ms. Chase, Ms. _ Mr. Rodriguez, Ms. Mantel, Ms. 
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Interns 
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LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE, LESSONS LEARNED, 
MEMORIES MADE. 
2009 


To my class of 2009... 
Through the good, the bad, 
the happy and the sad, i just 
want to say that B.A.A was 
the place to be. This is the 
place in which | met my 
bestfriends, learned 
important life lessons and 
created great memories. | 
wish everyone the best in 
their future and Good Luck! 


To my Besffriends (*Catrice, 
Natia, Ndu, Elyas).... 


Thank you so much for 
always being there for me; 
No matter what...Your 
support has helped get 
through alot of hard fimes... i 
love each and everyone of 
you and appreciate all that 
you do for me. 
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Mr. Parris; Mr. Holt, — 
Ms. Willer, Mr. Clauhs,— 
Mr. Sutton, Mr. Colby 

















































| Once you've been tagged, you are supposed to write a note with 25 random things, 
| facts, habits, or goals about you. 





1.) i'm an outrageous procrastinator. its just sad...but somehow i alWays ge\hings 
done...&& done well? idk how that works 

2.). i play the flute but i cant stand the piccolo. weird? yes. 

3.) i think that BAA has the most attractive faculty in the 
WORLD! ;] and 
4.) whenever my crew goes out to eat dinner we always say its 
omeone's birthday ~cuz we're cheapskates and we want the free 
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tajent =P 
12.) i have a fi 





i use Wi ppl i dont-kno 
dont notice thaty 











16.) 1 still teen : 
life. I like to look 
| all the memories 
——..]17.) 1 watch Boll 
understand LO 
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Joanie Bennett 


Boston Arts Academy 
Class of 2009 
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"No matter how careful 

you are, there's always 

going to be the sense 

¢ that you missed 
something, the collapsed 
feeling under your skin 
that you didnt 
experience it all. There's 
that fallen heart feeling 
that you rushed right 
through the moments 
where you should have 
been paying attention.” 

=ty-..- Chuck Palahniuk 




































dream as if you'll live forever 
live as if you'll die tomorrow 
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Ernest Efficial Dudley 
President of T.R.1.Y. Records 
2007 with Ef ficial 
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POURSK MY TIGHT CIRCLX 
FRIENDS, THANKS FO ‘LPINGQMME GEY THROUGH ALL THES 
THAT I WENT THROUGH. YOYASUYS HAVE REALLY SHAPED T 
PERSON THA#1 AM TODAY THAT'S REAL AND FRQ@M THE HEARY 
YALL, 7 TO THE T.RA&Y RECORD FAMILY, LETS/[KEEP GRINDING 
AND’-GET WHERE WF’BELONG. ON TPP!!! 
[WWW.MYSPACJ¥COM/EFFICIALPRODUCTIONS] HIT ME UP!!! 


TONY Ey iY, FRIENDS ANE 
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To my best 
Lay aka Do 
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irl.u have always had 


ome 24 for anything 


: ke he best cookies, cupeakes, and cakes 
(even if f cant draw snowflakes and u have 2 mix all the 
batter with u *tove u and I kno ur 
onna be great. We've had the best memories and 
college isn t about 2 stop that. iLoveE YOU! <5 


Amal i 
rare drach Gurl...friend...(guelfriend get it? 
all the bad ees e ve been through it all. Gut the 
us. I love u girl U can ed see Sood ates stop 2 
! Zs a 5 m 
can t ever be serious around MTP besa f oa i 
cn and we 


e = 
love always girl <3 great =]. (uso smart =p). Much 


odie: f love 4 SO much g 


my back and 1 know f can Py TE) tg 


since that first day of 
lways have my back and ican 
{ love u girl .ur one of the 
be great in 


Neese. Uve been my girl 
orientation =]. 1 kno ua 


talk 2 u about anything. 
strongest ppl i know and kno ur gonna 


whatever u do. much love girl <3 
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ATs 
GIDE, 


OVER THE LAST FOUR YEARS 

IT HAS BEEN A JOURNEY WE ALL 

HAVE BEEN THROUGH ALOT WITH 
SACHOTHER...AND THAT HAS 

TAUGHT ME TO BE A MORE MATURE 

YOUNG ADULT...1 WANT TO GIVE A 

SHOUT OUT TO T.R.L.Y RECORDS, MY > », 

SAILORS, AND ALL MY LOVERS LOL | 
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High school is finally over. I have enjoyed 
my time here and learned so much. High 
school has changed me in many ways some I 
never expected. I met some incredible people 
and I wouldn't be who I am today if it wasn't 
for them. I would like to acknowledge my 
closest friends, Vicky Ajene, Shavon Webb, 
Sandy Quispe, Jahlisa Rawles, Lisa Rosa, ~~ ” 
Nick Anzaldi, Brett Bell, Gabriela Silva and ¥ r \ | 
Shaylawna Williams. If your not mentioned it ~ ’ ; \, | 
doesn't mean I don't care about you. I also got he ae 
to give a shout out to all my senior vocal 

girls. I'll miss all of you guys!!! I didn't forget 

about my favorite juniors Marling and 

Louis!!! I'll especially miss these faculty 

members: Mr. Clauhs, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 

Lonergan, Mr. Garcia, Mr. Ali, Ms. Jones, 

Mr. Colby, Mr. Holt, Mr. Parris, Ms. Conrad, 

Ms. Mantel, Mr. Anhalt and my advisor Ms. 

Clark. :) 
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these 
years 
flew by many 
times 1 questioned why. 
Why are these people in my life? And 


6ut now I see it was destiny. 
And I'm glad you got to be 
a part of me. And even 
though you'll no longer be 
next to me. It's okay, in 


my heart you'll always be. 
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Dear Doodle and 
Ubbie... 


1 get sad at the thought) 
that our days together are 
going to end up limited. | 
Gut glad that the” | 
memories we have together 
will last a lifetime. I must) 
say that my high school 
years have been worthwhile) 
because of you both. We} 
have cried together, | 
laughed together and gone) 
PSYCHOTIC together.) 
Many may think we are 
oA crazy together... Gut 1) 
r believe with all my heart 
oo i a 6G - that we are PERFECT j 
i . Fe A a , together. I love you both] 
ce oe . g Z s0000 much. And don't you!) 
| > | guys ever forget it!!! 





FFL Wavy =] TWIN!! Gurlfriend <3 
is someone who knows the song in your heart, and can 
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t back to you when you have forgotten the words 
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wish everyone the | 
beat of luck os for 
O68 odlege ond You" 
Aveowvs go. Ore 
GUYS! 


You guys so love me. 7 
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Franchesca Phillip 


Moving on will be hard, but | 
I'll always be thankful to the. 
friends and family that 
‘inspired and motivated me to 

reach for my dreams and 


_claim them. _ 
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yf weg of that family. or 
TAN RU OR CMy mit 
and dad, i love yall.yall Z| A 
dfe trtily an pene ‘ - ea / 
my-life. ; 


shout outs to iy, two best Be, rou and.<*, hh 
fanisha,.i lovesyall fre u fot beirig therewe. * 
are truly family. ane last but cerfainly. not least. 
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I will miss my foot. 
Stay in touch my 

toes. May all your 
 ~ dreams come true! 
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Michael Casey 


To my friends who has helped 

me on my way 1 thank you. I 

=|have grown so much in my four 

years here and it's because of 

everyone around me. Without 

i |My friends 1 would be a shell of 
j|the person i am today. I can only 


To the adults in my life 

First my parents. You guys are my 
foundation. you have given me life 
and made me a man thank you. 
BAA staff you have equipped me 
with the tools to strive in life. You 
are not just teachers but people who 
i truly love and i can feel that love 
back. I thank you all these have been 
the best moments of my life. 
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To One of the leading ladies in my life. O 
day when, when your wondering ''Where th 
Devil in Evelyn" is, just remember that soon 

we'll be back together again...I Love You & ow 
Love!! . 



























To the other leading lady, Fit) . 
without you none of this would@a) ~ 


have been possible...1 LowWh h 2 





js 









Miguel...you were my first 
friend, and you have always 
been my best. You bring out 
the best in me, and you will 
never, ever, be out of my life. 
IIOVE YOU MIGUEL!!!!! 











I still don't understandf#hy we'rq@ 
friends...i've always Mat our j/ 
friendship was weird, Mt i woulds 
never trade it for anyfMng in the, 
world. Thank you fo@peing an — 
amazing friend. You have truly help 
define who i am. I love you Julian!!' 
° . 
























To my twin...(sorry i realized 
it so late in the game...sad © 
day). The yin to my yang, the 
light to my dark you have ' 
always challenged me, an” ~. 
always been a support for me. 
Thank you.. I LOVE YOU 











"Of Course we make crutches of one another...why else would we crawl 
when we lose our lovers?"'- R Scott Bakker 





re feni tet) 














Class of 09, especially T409, thank you for 
_ everything. From learning with each other to hanging 
out and trusting each other, Thank you all for the 
memories, the love that we created and shared for 
each other throughout theses years. | love you all 
and lets change the world a day at a time. 
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Tiana Sutherland 
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Julia Andreasson 
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Comfort in Discomfort 


Hanna Campolo-Rich 





preven SET 


Johnny Eng 
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The Fuceure FASALON 
Des¢gner.... 
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Photographer: Rania Matar 
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Hey Class of ‘09! 

I just want to say that it was a pleasure 
being a part of the greatest class in 
Alice) aY2in \Ut-le(-m Ce) ale) melelele mista le, 
and made many fun memories. I'll 
miss you all and hope to always keep 
in touch. Where ever you guys end up, 
I wish the best of luck. 


I'd also like to give a shout-out to the 
VA Teachers, thanks for making my 
years at BAA enjoyable: 


Ms. Balliro 

Mr. Edwards 
Ms. Marsh 

Mr. Telemaque 
NV sm @LX-Ye | F- 1e4 
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(Will see soon, YanS.) . 97 
Yamira Serret 





PHANTOM 


"And I won't 
wait for you in a 
murial, 

If you won't 
wait for me in a 
mainland. 


I feel so 
elusive in 
Houston, 
You feel so 
exclusive in 
Houston." 


JADE THACKER 





If you cant realize the reality of 
my words, then your jus another 
illiterate person sittin’ out on the 
curve... 








ESAS NATAL 


But, you will never 
understand the context 


inside if you don’t 
understand my character... 











Divo 


Amost. . KeNNy Walker 











Josephine Y 
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BAA, Yearbook Staff 2009 


socal? 





wir" 6 
Ms. Osediacz, Mr. Telemaque, 


& Ms. Larson 
(Yearbook Faculty) 
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Dear Renee, Congrat Wl ACL ONS, 


7am sovearg proud of atl male) 


Gou have BOCOTYUtSLEA Al | | 
BAA. The four gears al O47 Ue are 50 proud Of ou. You 
fave prepared Gouf or Cour have & real mind, GOUu Are 
college gears. But most of all Geaultpul And ost Gf Ae, 
gou have grown into the most ou have a Jrtal personal, 
AINALZING Haugh COT AMG We wish gou Bike Wha Sie om 
mother would Ce [M ZO LUCUTE CNACAVOT'S 


LL ACT OW?L. 7 | 
os <a A We love gou 

















love gou/7T ff ied 
BLWAGS AAVE | “PuCchtla’, 
gour Cback/ ) Mom, Dad, 
ttonrg Jr. 
Love & AUgs, 
NA 27718 





ven gratulations 


Karen! 
| am very proud of you and 
OHM oltimaielcom elt Camel 
roy coltCo Mintel m el molC-me lel lite Rell 
to college. | will always love 
Coll mmelite Mexeliliiie mem fe) 
focused, you know the Lord 
is always by our side. 


+ 
« . 
if O 
pes Gir iy . 
TU! eke si 
f diitied: ie i A ‘a 
tty 
if | 
is 
ifrtioe 


ndri ‘ ia Malvo, 


see | ee ccaton fly and soar 
he s ky and dance their way into 


ier 


1s. A A daughter i ee) ‘special, sent 
ly from our Lord. He took His time 
wr a to make you 
. _ _With such tender loving 
| care. And sent you down 
Co) 
meet me, what a 
privilege and blessing 
ja a my dear. 
fer | a ee ry May God continue 
ae _-==8% to bless and keep you ~ 
as your journey through — 
life begin to unfold 
before your eyes. 


PE) bes se! 





Love, 
_ Mom, Dad, 
' Suraj and Torin 
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Cc Bee ons, 
Class of 2009! 


3B 


— 


- to to aie —s ot ul We will miss 
; you! 


Mr. Raul Garcia Il 
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. : | You have blossomed into a 
talented young lady. Always 
stay focused, put your best 
foot forward and keep the 
faith. We love you and know 
that you'll be successful at 
whatever path you choose. 


Love, 

Mom, Dad, 
Christina, 
Courtney and 
Jarya 


























Congratulations, 
Chris ! 


You have made it! May your 

dedication to music bring you 

lots of personal and 

PLES success and may 
ry a that inspire 

ae you to give 

back and 


nurture 


Good luck at 
Berklee! 





Mom 


younger talent. 


Lots of love, 





Congrac. ULACLONS, 
A SAWA 
& ClASS Ge ODG/ 


7 love Gou and wish 
gou Che 065. 
Continue Co work 


Vet le 


LOVE GfOU ANA 
CGO0a Olea 
Mom 


Dear Saraann, 

| am so proud of all you 

have accomplished. You 

have grown into a 

beautiful young lady. 

You have a wonderful 

personality. Remember 

m& that God will 
always be by 

= §€=©your side. 





Love you 
always, 
Mom 





Shakima, 


You are our 


heart which is 
filled with pride 








_ You made it through 
High School! Good 
luck and much 
success in College! 


Love, 
Mom, 
Yildrim, 
Pixie, 
Snuggles, 
Seamus, 
and Finn 











Friddy, 


Ever since you were a little girl, we 
always knew that you would grow 
up to be someone really special. 
You have had ups and downs in 
your life, but never let that stop you 
from doing what you wanted to do. 
You are graduating High School, 
and have been accepted to Berklee 
College of Music. You have ¢ ® 
made it Baby Girl! " R 
We are so proud of you! ~ | 
Remember 5 dolla! 







We love you long time! 
Nana, Grandpa, Daddy, 
Auntie, and John 




















"09 Music Students 

Congratulations on a great year. Each of you 
has wonderfully unique qualities that make 
this year’s senior music class so special. We 
SO enjoyed watching you perform at the 
senior recitals and take on leadership both in 
the music department and in the community. 
You are an outstanding group of individuals 
with a great sense of humor, scholarship, and 
artistic integrity. You have made us so 
proud. Please come back and visit often. 
Good luck and keep in touch! 

- The music faculty 
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What fantastic 
accomplishments you have 
achieved! You nave our 
deepest resoect and support} 
Qs yOu pursue your dream of 
dancing. With great 
appreciation to the BAA staff 
for all they have done, and 
special thanks to Ms. Thomas 
Qs your advisor extraordinaire! 
We are enormously proud! 


Sat 












We are 50 proud of 
goul NYY, here she 
comes! CUE Girl: 






for 2a wonderful 


CATCCT, 






Dak & 


Much love, 
Mom and Dad 
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Congratulations Jay! 


"I hope your dreams take you 
to the corners of your smiles, to 
the highest of your hope to the 
windows of your opportunities 
and to the most special places 
your heart has ever known" 
-Author Unknown 


Congrats lil bro you did it. 
May God bless you as you 
further your education! 
Love, 


Big Sis Shanika 


Mom, Sada, Saniya 
the Cottle & Watts Families 





FT ANCKESCEA. 


' “Success is to be measured not so much 
| by the position reached in life, as by the 
obstacles overcome while trying to 
TV fexer=1-\e Mammo = Lele) (=) am MC Caliare | Col 
With Che strength ee 707 GOW. 
gouve Caken control of Gour léfe 
and made some Cough ChANGES ANA 
tough chotces. But through tl alt. 
gouve shown Cremendous slrenglr 
and comm~«tmenl. You ave 
respected and commended J or Chat 
and washed even more fucure 
success. Mag God continue £0 
Bless You. We Love gGou for who gou 
ATC. 
Love fllwags. 
Mom, Dad, Wyatt, Oma and the Family 





“Shoot for the moon. Even if you 
miss you'll land among the stars." 


"To those of you who received 
honors, awards, and 
distinctions | say well done. 
And to the C students, | say 
you too may one day be 
president of the United 
States."--George Bush LOL 


From: Granddad Conrad, 
Uncles Junior and Wilfred, 
Auntie Janice, Keshia, 
Katelyn, Sam, Joy, Hope 
Conquerors and Berea Orion 


To the yearbook stait 


You ve raised the bar for io 
BAA yearbook. You worxkec 
hard. You worked together. 
Be proud of this yearbook + — 
evidence of your organiza’... 
teamwork, and time. 
Congratulations ladies! 


Sincerely, 
Ms. Osediacz, 


Mr.Telemaque, 
and Ms.Larson, 








Superlatives 


MOST LIKELY TO... 
ea ip at Gradual” 
Bec viet] Take Over the World = at Besoin 


Janeese Darren J : 
Tayohon Ernest ™"Y Yaiaieg Samiti 


Become President Teach at6AA Gecome a Celebrity Stalker 
Elyas Ashwa Jay Amaly Alex Jahlisa 
O's 
+ eK/Me Ge 
Ge SCNE yniwe yp, Oa Reality gy, miltionar® 
ales Ow Marry ae ay 
Kenny Bonk ya Franchesoa Lisa “ eianca Emily 
Trip Up the Stairs Teach Aerobics at 40 Gust out in Song and Dance 
Gabi Stephone Saraanmn Jalysa 


Johnny Mary Anita 


Not sp, +0 gohoo! 
| W Up @ tp weat eds +t 
with Food Chej © 10 Vr. Reuns fla Ore 
ee christian * Shaniece ay tice ** 


e Cau 
Maya 
Strip in Public 
: ; 6e Late for Class Saraann Matt 
Wear Flip Flops in Snow @heis Shaniece Wander the Halls 
Danielle Matt Kenny Shavon 
} BEST... 
Laugh Dressed Nickname 
Kiara Jay Taylor O. Hair Mara Taychon oa tice (Catrice) 
Vania Ali Raymond (Scoop) — 
yod® whe 


Feds ool 


«eyes Sinj 
® Phanz mike Danielle vet Kiara me 
a 


fa al 
Oatre, < on” 











Superlatives 


Chan ed sine MOST... < 
~~ eee Since Fresh, Yr, 0) toe, 
Joanie a is cherly/ sees Elyas y- ted tattoe? 
Jay 





Mo ami 4 Rina 
eg Hellious a 
e 
Nonchalant Hs catrice Creatiy 
a Hannah 2 Ws Jade 3° 
pu Reno Athletic Photogenic * dared 
Joanie Mike Julia G. 
oa alauely Dressed Talkative Janeese Emmy 
€phone Shay] awna jalys4 Jay Feg neteed 
IVIg 
BIGGEST... : 
Hoodrat Orama King /Queen © 
Kareti Ndu Tiana Kenny » pechiiever 
aChe} 
Flirtatious Teacher's Pet 
Franchesca Julian Elyas Cara 
Gossip Procrastinator 
Elyas Leslie Nick Sakina 
RY ay, | ol Ue 
Swee t rT] 
est | “‘eapean Girls 
Cabi Kery, Quietest ae panielte PualY 
Julia A. Antonio Les 
Funnie 4 
_—ihtest alles 
Taychon Shakara Loudest soe Vick 
Shakara Jay 
Favorite White Girls Shortest 


Matt Taylor 0. Yajaira Stephanie Reno 











Tr erenences: 
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year in revie 


Sean \emera/\\ (c= 8 ’ 
Using the campaign slogan, “Change we can believe 
in,” Democrat Barack Obama won the 2008 election to 
become the 44th president of the United States. Obama, 
47, is the first African-American to lead the nation. After 
ialisi=)(=xe1 (e)a ©) ey=(par=Me[bl(e1.<\ va el=ser-laess=)(-1e1 0] lep alicwerle)|al-im 
including asking New York Sen. Hillary Clinton, who 
he defeated to win the Democratic nomination, to be 
secretary of state. 









MAVERICK RIDES OFF < _ 
To win the general election, 
Obama beat Republican “mav- 

erick” Sen. John McCain of 

Arizona. A record 127 million 

votes were cast in the general 

election. In another change, 

early voting occurred for the 

first time in 30 states, with 

about 31.7 million votes cast 

before Election Day. 








LIVE FROM NEW YORK... < 
Nobody took advantage of the 
election season more than the 
sketch comedy show Saturday 
Night Live, which brought back 
former cast member Tina 
Fey due to her resemblance to 
VP nominee Sarah Palin and 
rode Fey's impersonation to its 
highest ratings in years. 





















































POLITICIANS BUSTED > 
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich 
faced federal corruption 
charges for allegedly trying to 
sell or trade Barack Obama’s 
Illinois senate seat. U.S. Sen. 
Ted Stevens of Alaska was 
convicted of trying to conceal 
home renovations and other 
gifts from an oil industry 
contractor. And Detroit Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick pled guilty 
to.obstruction of justice and 
resigned amid a sex scandal. 





GRIM ECONOMY A 
The faltering economy instilled fear worldwide. Americans felt the 
recession as home foreclosures, job layoffs and food prices increased. 
The stock market drop of 44% in the past year stripped college and 
retirement investments for many people. The federal government 
approved a contentious $700-billion bailout plan for the nation’s 
financial system to try to get the economy moving, With $13.4 billion 
of that money going to the aid of Chrysler and General Motors, two 
automotive giants. 


WHO ARE YOU? A 


The fight against insurgents continued in Iraq and Afghanistan. While violence decreased in 
lraq, Defense Secretary Robert Gates revealed plans to send more U.S. troops to Afghanistan 
to battle the Taliban. Deployment of American troops meant tearful farewells and joyful 
homecomings. Sometimes, servicemen returned to meet new family members. 








GREENING OF AMERICA < 

Going green affected several aspects of daily life. Reusable 
shopping bags became a fashion statement. Buying locally 
produced food saved on gasoline and meant fresher tastes. And at 
home, more people began buying compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(CFL) as incandescent bulbs will be phased out in a few years. CFLs 
save energy and add a new shape to lighting fixtures. 
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ranging from small charities to major international 
‘s appeared to have lost about $50 million in a fraudulent 
investment allegedly devised by a former chairman of the 


Nasdaq Stock Market. Bernard Madoff, 70, was charged 


with securities fraud in what might be one of the biggest 
fraud cases ever. 


































GAMES TO REMEMBER Y > 

American swimmer Michael Phelps made history at the Summer 
Olympics in Beijing, China, by becoming the first athlete ever to win 
eight gold medals at one Olympics. During his breathtaking week in 
the pool, seven of Phelps’ eight victories were new world records. 


But Phelps was not the only American making history at the Beijing 
} games. Kobe Bryant led the men’s basketball team, dubbed 
the “Redeem Team,” to a gold medal and helped vindicate U.S. 
Basketball after a poor showing four years ago. Nastia Liukin won 
the women’s gymnastics all-around and tied the American record for 
most gymnastics medals at one Olympics with five. 





Perhaps the fastest-rising star outside of Phelps’ pool was Jamaica’s 
Usain Bolt, who ran a 9.69 in the 100 meters to win the gold and 
shatter the previous world record. 
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ALONGTIMECOMINGA  — 
The Philadelphia Phillies ven jus 


jJucts exported from China to other countries, including the Unit 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration began limiting imports of Chinese 





Dark Knight b 
; = aaa 
movies ever made 


ROCKETS AND R 
Israel declared 

in an effort to stop c 
rael. Israeli officia 
assault of Gaza, whil 


against Israeli aggre 


















EPIC WIN < 
Despite playing on what was later 
found to be a torn knee ligament and 
a stress fracture in his left leg, Tiger 
Woods played through the pain and 
won his third U.S. Open title, defeating 
Rocco Mediate in a playoff. Afterwards, 
surgery on the leg forced Woods to miss 
the remainder of the season, the first 
extended absence of his pro career. 


ATERWAY ~ 


SULLY SAVES THE DAY A 


STILL ON TOP < 





PHOENIX LANDING ¥ 

NASA’s Phoenix spacecraft became the 
sixth vehicle to make a successful landing 
on Mars. Phoenix conducted more than 
five months of experiments before losing 
contact, more than expected, and discovered 
the presence of ice on the red planet. 






















An experienced pilot, Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, was 
hailed a hero when he crash-landed his US Airways plane 
into the Hudson River in New York after the engines failed 
during the takeoff ascent. All 155 passengers and crew on 
board survived by escaping onto the wings, where ferries 
Fand U.S. Coast Guard boats rescued them. Birds were 
initially blamed for blowing the engines. 


Despite ratings being down slightly, American Idol was still the 
most watched show on TV, averaging more than 27 million 
viewers a week. David Cook was chosen the winner of the 7th 
season, and changes were made for the show’s 8th season 
when producer Kara DioGuardi was added as a fourth judge. 
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$227 million 


Photo credits: Newscon 
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